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Welcome to the latest edition of the Really Useful Bulletin 

inside find two lead articles... 

Family Photographs by Stephen Gill  

AND an in-depth guide Using FamilySearch to Find Historical Records by Ian Waller 

...plus news from local FHS and from the Federation 

SPECIAL OFFER on DATING BY DESIGN book for Bulletin Readers—see inside! 

My Family History 
A Ten-Generation Family Research  

Record Book with Pedigree Charts 
 

This Third Edition includes  

1921 Census and 1939 Register 
Following the popularity of our feature in January, we now have 
more stock of the ten-generation family research record book 
with pedigree charts.  My Family Record Book is an efficient, 
effective and attractive method of recording and displaying the 
result of family history research and a handy aide-memoire to 
carry around when researching.  Most individuals will be able to 
follow your research in this layout, and it does not rely on you 
having internet access on your travels! 

The product has two parts; a ten-generation record book with a 
loose, two-sided ten-generation pedigree chart. It incorporates a 
system for recording re-marriages and new partnerships. 

This new THIRD edition enables inclusion of individual’s details 
from the 1921 census. This publication allows the recording of 256 
marriages, 512 ancestors plus offspring, stretching back to the 
early 1700s and beyond. All individuals are allocated unique 
reference numbers to match the entries in the record book with 
those on the pedigree charts. 

Adding your data to this book will reveal gaps in your research that 
the computer software had missed!   

Published by Robert Boyd Publications    

Usual price £10 + post and packing 

And available from Family History Books Online 

THIS MONTH’S OFFER 
Book now available for £8.99 + p&p 

Order your copy today at 
www.familyhistorybooksonline.com/ 

Be quick!  Offer closes on  
** Thursday 31st March 2022 ** 

https://www.familyhistorybooksonline.com/
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Family Photographs 
by Stephen Gill 

When you look at one of your family’s old photographs 
what do you see? I was no different from anyone else.  I 
would see my grandmother with a funny big hat or my 
great-uncle before he was killed at the Somme.  But now 
I see things differently.  Now I take my time when looking 
at old photographs. I have to—it’s my job!  I’m a 
photograph restorer and I get to look at other people’s 
family photographs for a long time - sometimes for hours 
on end.  I re-photograph the treasured old images to get 
the best possible detail out of them and suddenly they 
can reveal amazing detail and previously missed stories 
which have been waiting to be told for scores or even 
hundreds of years. 

Over the years I have collected many reference books 
which allow me to date old photographs but I was always 
a little disappointed with the photographs that were 
used. The books were written by historians or fashion 
experts and the photographs were secondary to the text. 
I had a flash of inspiration when I bought two books on 
fashion history from the V&A Museum. Yes, they had the 
necessary facts and figures, but they were also 
beautifully illustrated.  Big, bold, coloured images of 
dresses within their collection.  

I decided I could do the 
same with old photos. 
Restore them in fine detail, 
colourise them as close as 
possible to how they 
would have been, and 
have them published on 
fine paper where the 
images could come to life. I 
also wanted to create a 
book which was 
chronological and easy to 
follow which could guide 
the family historian 
through time showing how 
costume designs changed 
between the beginnings of 
photography in 1840 to the First World War. The 
information is very visual and hopefully should guide the 
reader to being able to get close to dating their own 
photographs.  

The following is an edited excerpt from the book. 

 

Since the advent of photography we have been able to 
follow the fashions as styles come and go; all we have to 
do now is dissect the details and designs to establish 
when a photograph was taken. When looking at your old 
photograph, start by looking at the sitter’s hair. This is a 
broad breakdown of women’s hairstyles changes to look 
for. 

1840-1855 Ringlets at side 

  Bun at back 

1855-1865 Ears covered 

  Central parting 

1865-1870 Ears exposed 

1870-1880 Ornate and fancy hairstyles 

  Artificial hair and hairpieces 

  Shape at back matches bustle 

1875-1880 Bun on top of head 

1880-1890 Bun to rear of head 

1880-1900 Crimped or tousled hair 

1880-1900 Hair less formal 

In general the style went from very severe and almost 
puritan, through over-the-top elaborate to softer and 
more feminine. In some ways men's hair followed the 
same patterns going from quite long but slicked styles, 
through parted in the centre and later softer and looser.  

The book Dating By Design is 

published by Family History Books 

and is available online at 

www.familyhistorybooksonline.com. 

£16.95 plus p&p only available for 

Bulletin readers using discount code 

GILL03.  

Saving you £2 on cover price! 

http://www.familyhistorybooksonline.com/dating-by-design-1840-1915-311
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Moving down the body, the next area to look at is the 
shape of the shoulders and sleeve position. This is quite 
an easy one to break down although it looks complex at 
first. Look at the graphic and it explains the changes. 

 

 

 

 

        1860-1875s             1875-1880s              1880-1885s           1885-1895s 
              Drop                          Level                       Raised                     Lifted 
         shoulders                   shoulders                shoulders              shoulders 

 

In general terms we start the period with shoulders 
sloping downwards with sleeves low-set.  As time 
progresses the shoulders rise and the sleeve is set 
slightly higher in the bodice.  As dresses and hair got 
more elaborate, so the shoulders started to rise above 
the level of the collar bone.  By the last decade of the 
century we see shoulders at ear level and sleeves puffed 
out and set very high. This style trend is remarkably easy 
to spot even on indistinct photos.  

The shape and position of sleeves are just as crucial and 
when seen in conjunction with the shoulder shapes, they 
really give a good indication of the time period you are 
looking at. The two biggest dating points are those with 
extremes. The 1860s to 1870s saw the trend towards 
extremely wide and flared sleeves. Although it may not 
be seen in all dress designs, it would have had an 
influence, so if sleeves are wide at the bottom the photo 
is likely to be in this period. The other extreme is leg-of-
mutton sleeves which had exaggerated upper ends in 
almost ridiculous proportions.  

 

 

 

As in all trends there will be those that move on and 
others who hang on to a style but in general the 
extremes only last a few years. The enlarged upper 
shoulder did last almost the full decade.  

When skirts are visible in a portrait they will be a good 
guide to dates. In the very early portraits, on 
daguerreotypes and ambrotypes, you may not be able to 
see below the waist as most portraits were head and 
shoulders only; but as time went on more and more 
were full length.  Initially the skirts were very full and 
may have had a crinoline or cage which can sometimes 
be seen as a shadow line about a foot above the floor.  
The shape is the same front and back – bell-shaped. The 
front then started to flatten and the excess material 
would be drawn to the rear. This became exaggerated 
into a bustle. The bustle got higher and higher until 
around 1885 it started to drop again and smooth down 
more. By the turn of the century the crinoline had 
disappeared and skirts were smooth and narrow. Later 
in Edwardian times this went further still and became so 
narrow they were known as hobble skirts. 

 

 

 

 

So if you’re looking for help dating old photos, get a 
magnifier and spend time writing down the details you 
can see. You’ll be amazed how much is there to be 
found. 

Images provided by and courtesy of 
author, Stephen Gill 

  1840-1855   1855-1865   1860-1870    1875-1885  1885-1890   1890-1895 
    Sleeves          Sleeves          Sleeves          Sleeves      Narrow           Leg-of- 
    mid-set          low-set          low-set       higher set   raised and       mutton 
   quite tight    puffed at       very wide                           wider at 
                          shoulder                                                    shoulder 

              1860-1870s                   1870-1885s                1885-1895s       1895-1910s 
              Bell-shaped                    Flat front,                   Flat front,           Straight 
                                                      bustle rear                bustle lower 

A new way of dating old photographs 

DATING BY DESIGN 1840-1915 
Published by Family History Books 

Described by one customer as “a 
beautiful book...nothing else like it…” 

Dating by Design 1840-1915  

normally £18.95 plus p&p. 

SPECIAL OFFER for Bulletin readers 
£16.95 with your special discount 
code: GILL03  
[offer ends 31st March] 
 

www.familyhistorybooksonline.com/dating-by-design-
1840-1915-311 

http://www.familyhistorybooksonline.com/dating-by-design-1840-1915-311
http://www.familyhistorybooksonline.com/dating-by-design-1840-1915-311
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Using FamilySearch to Find Historical Records 

by Ian Waller FSG 

The FamilySearch historical records collection can reveal important details about where your family lived or originated and 
other important events in your ancestors’ lives. 

Historical records are official documents that provide information about genealogically important events within someone’s life 
and include parish registers for baptisms, marriages and burials, marriage license bonds and allegations, military records, 
census returns, obituaries, death duty records and wills, school records, electoral registers, manorial documents, workhouse 
records, nonconformity, rate books, etc. For the UK there are over 250 digitised collections of records with records being 
continually expanded. 

How to access historical records? 

To use the records you will need to sign into FamilySearch with 
your account.  This is FREE!  

From the main menu click on the SEARCH tab and expand the 
listing. 

Click on RECORDS 

By doing so you can then search using three basic options: 

1. Search records by name 
2. Browsing or find available collections 
3. Search using location or place 

Search for a record by name 

On the welcome screen there are two search options and I would recommend using the “MORE OPTIONS” to search because 
this allows a more specific rather than general search enabling you to categorise the search fields. 

The default screen allows 
you to search by name, 
place and year but 
restricts entries to 
provide search results for 
only birth or death. 

 

Using MORE OPTIONS gives greater flexibility for searching 
enabling options including marriages, residence etc and to 
include names of spouse, parents etc. 
 

 

 

If, for example you are looking for the marriage of John Gore 
and Jane Hendry who married in 1884 in Kings Lynn, Norfolk 
then by entering the information is the search fields we will see 
the index entry as shown below returned as a result. This 
provides enough information to confirm whether you have 
found the correct marriage.  
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In the bottom right-hand of 
the index entry there are 
three important tool icons. 

The left-hand icon 
(pedigree chart) allows you 
to see information sitting 
within FamilySearch family 
tree which may provide 
other information including 
the family groups.  

 

 

Please remember, 
however, that because this 
information is found within 
a worldwide collaborative 
tree that you will need to 
clarify the accuracy of the 
information which is 
provided because details 
can be from a variety of 
sources, some of which 
may not be “official”. Use 
the facility as another 
finding aid. 

 

 

 

The right-hand tool icon 
(book page) allows you to 
see basic information but 
may not include an image. If 
one is available it will also 
provide a link to the image 
or direct you to another 
resource (FamilySearch 
partner website) for which 
you may have to register 
and subscribe separately. 
The pages will also provide 
a series of possible “record 
hints” leading to additional 
records which may relate to 
the John Gore who is the 
subject of your marriage 
source. 

 

The centre icon (camera) which is the most important tool icon leads directly to the image.  Once you open the image you will 

see the digital image from the original document.  

Continued overleaf 
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The tools icons at the top 

left-hand side of the 

screen allow you to 

magnify (+) or decrease (-) 

the size of the image and 

also peruse the remainder 

of the register by clicking 

on the square of dots. This 

may locate other members 

of the family as you do a 

browse search (see below). 

The four corner brackets 

allow you to toggle to a full 

screen. 

 

Browse or Find available collections 

If you know the specific name of the collection that you want to browse, then enter this in the search field. If not then click the 
hyperlink to BROWSE COLLECTIONS. 

If you are not sure of the name of the actual collection 

but know the name of the county, then enter that in the 

search field and a drop down menu of all the collections 

for the county will appear. Find the one that you wish to 

search and click on it to open up the search facility 

exclusively for that particular collection. 

By clicking BROWSE COLLECTIONS/IMAGES you can 
narrow this down to place, date, collection type or other 
filtered combination thereof.  
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If you search United Kingdom and Ireland from the side menu you can narrow it further by 
searching for country.  The right-hand number indicates the number of collections. 

 

Again, it is a matter of interpreting the icons etc. If a 
camera is shown to the left-hand side of the collection 
name then digital images are available in the collection. To 
the right-hand side you will either see a hyperlink to 
browse images (in blue) when the collection is not indexed 
or if there is a number then that shows the number of 
images within the collection which can be searched by 
name. The date shows when the collection was added or 
last amended. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Browse image 

Clicking on Browse 
images against the 
collection opens up 
a digital microfilm 
which means you 
will need to search 
each image to locate 
your entry. For 
example Norfolk Poor Law records. The first screen narrows the search by poor law union. 

Clicking on the name of the union will show you which records form the collection are digitised. For example, births, admission 
and discharge, and guardians minute books, etc. 

Let us look at Depwade Union Guardians’ 
Minute Books. 

Using the tools icons (top right—shown far right here) 

you are then able to download the selected image to 

your computer or print the page you have opened. 

Continued overleaf 
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If you have difficulty reading the image in its current format, you can use the 
tools icon and invert the image so you in effect have a “negative” (white 
writing on black background) which may make it easier to read. Don’t forget 

also that there are magnification 
tools on the top right + or – signs 
to zoom in or out on the image. In 
the tools icon you can also adjust 
the brightness and contrast of the 
image. 

If the images are indexed then you can 
search by name and then search works 
in exactly the same way as the name 
search (as shown above) but only within 
the collection. 

Searching for John Gore will give the 
following entries (the marriage as 
previously shown) and baptism of a child 
to John and Jane. 

 

 

 

The links take you to the image of the page in the 
baptismal register, and below is the detail of the entry 
for the child which is at bottom of the register page. 

Continued overleaf 
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Search by location and place 

A similar process works when searching by place or geographical 
location. Different regions of the world call for different research 
strategies.  

Let us search for England. 

Doing a search in this way provides additional information to access 
including: 

 hyperlink access to the England 
Wiki for more detailed 
information 
 any UK Indexing projects you 
may like to contribute to 
 search fields for indexed 
records where you can search by 
name/place etc. 
 lists of image only records 
(condensed to the first five but 
under each subject the available 
record list can be expanded 
 different categories of catalog 
material 
 learning courses which are akin 
to the wiki and show how to use 
the records. 

Basic tips for effective searching of Historical records 

Use MORE OPTIONS to get the best results. If your first 
attempt at a search does not bring the desired results, 
then try your search several times with variations: 
 Increase or decrease the date range. 
 Add or remove information. For example, if you 

searched with a birth city and county, try searching 
only with the county. 

 Search for a family member instead. 
 Search for women using their maiden and married 

names. You can also search with just the first name of 
a woman and the names of her spouse or parents. 

 Estimate dates and places. 
 Add a spouse, father, mother, or other person to your search criteria. To add fields, click More Options. 
 Use the filters at the top of the search results page. 

If you still cannot find a record: 
 Try searching the FamilySearch Catalog for the parish/record of interest. The catalog includes books, online materials, 

microfilm, microfiche, and other publications. Access to a record may be available at a local family history centre. This is 
identified by a horizontal key atop a camera icon. 

 Try EXPLORE IMAGES which allows you to browse images of historical records that have not yet been indexed. 
 Seek advice from the FamilySearch Wiki. 
 Look in the FamilySearch Digital Library.  
 Take advantage of record hints in Family Tree if the person you are looking for exists within the tree. 
 If you receive the error message too many requests, try removing the wildcards from your search and try again. 
 

Just use this valuable free research aid and unlock the many gems available in FamilySearch Records. Many of the records 
which are available on commercial subscription sites can also be accessed FREE on FamilySearch. Many more digitised records 
are being added on an almost daily basis so why not make FamilySearch your first stop for research. It is not just a site to access 
the worldwide collaborative tree but is a real treasure trove of really valuable original records to help build your family 
genealogy.  

Ian Waller is Vice Chairman and Education Officer of the Federation 
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North Northumberland 
Genealogy Group   
 

The British Newspaper Archive 
 

This wonderful website, I’m sure you’ll agree, 
Puts flesh on the bones of the bare family tree. 
None of my folk were landed or gentry,  
So I was surprised to find more than one entry! 
 

For failing to send his children to school, 
Anthony was charged … so he was a fool. 
But no other entry for him could be found, 
An Irish ag lab, he kept moving around! 
 

Now, Charles was a man who worked selling leather, 
Possibly stitching the pieces together.  
A shoemaker joined him, and that was bad news, 
He stole the goods to make two pairs of shoes! 
 

The death of poor John, a lowly hind, 
It was said that, of late, he was losing his mind. 
He must have felt that his life was in vain. 
Verdict “Death from hanging, being insane”! 
 

Now Dryden, (sporting his mother’s surname) 
Was the only one with a claim to fame, 
He built a brig, named Hercules, 
Upon the river twixt Tyne and Tees. 
 

The following year, bankrupt he became 
Since then I have never heard of his name. 
What did he do? Where did he go?  
I think perhaps that I’ll never know! 
 

Four children died in the space of a week, 
The Medical Officer... a reason did seek. 
The house was condemned and rightly so, 
The family simply had to go! 
 

But Henry surprised me; he wrote a letter, 
The language and grammar could not have been better. 
My great-grand-dad, who lived in this squalor, 
Was, actually, quite a reasonable scholar! 
 

Drunk and disorderly... jailed, time and again. 
Who could it be? One of the men? 
No… it was Mary, dear Mary, quite barmy, 
Late member of…. The Salvation Army! 
 

My quest to put flesh on the bones of the dead 
Is found in the papers which they might have read. 
I know that we share our DNA, 
But I love all I’ve found in the BNA! 

YVONNE GALLAGHER 
 

https://mobile.twitter.com/genealogynorth 
 

We have abridged Yvonne’s super poem which really 
shows the ups and downs of what we discover on BNA! 

Isle of Wight  
Family History Society 
 

 
https://www.isle-of-wight-fhs.co.uk/ 
 

 

Meetings https://www.isle-of-wight-fhs.co.uk/events  

The society holds monthly meetings on the first Monday (second 
if the first is a public holiday) excluding May and August. 
Admission members £1; non-members £2.  Pay at the door 

One-day Conference and Annual General Meeting 

https://www.isle-of-wight-fhs.co.uk/events/25  

Theme                 “Wish you were here” 

Themed on the leisure industry of the Isle of Wight, in the period 
1850-1914, the "Golden Age" of British seaside holidays. 

Date and Time     Saturday 7th May 2022.  10.00am—5.00pm 

Location          Newport Methodist Church,  
                                Quay Street, Newport PO30 5BA 

Speakers                Richard Smout, Tony Miles-Prouten  
                                and one TBA 

Capacity          Eighty 

Tickets (non-members) £15 pay at the door. £5 will be 
refunded if you decide to join on the day. 

Research 

The aim of the society is to help members to undertake their 
own research. We try to offer every help to our members, 
particularly those who are just beginning. When volunteers are 
available, we provide a limited research service, in return for 
expenses, for members who are unable to visit the island. If 
lengthy investigations are required, we can recommend 
professional researchers who can be employed. 

Journal 

We publish a quarterly journal. The subscription year runs from 
1st January. The journal contains a 'Help Wanted' section and 
members can place enquiries in this section free of charge. 
Download a sample journal at: 

https://www.isle-of-wight-fhs.co.uk/media/2021/07/
Membership_sample_journal_No.138.pdf  

Subscription 

https://www.isle-of-wight-fhs.co.uk/subscribe 

The annual subscription is £16 for U.K. members (one or two 
members at one address receiving one printed Journal but both 
with voting rights) or £30 for rest of world members. There is 
also an eJournal option where the member does not receive the 
printed Journal but can download it from the website. This is £8 
per annum. 

https://mobile.twitter.com/genealogynorth
https://www.isle-of-wight-fhs.co.uk/
https://www.isle-of-wight-fhs.co.uk/events
https://www.isle-of-wight-fhs.co.uk/events/25
https://www.isle-of-wight-fhs.co.uk/media/2021/07/Membership_sample_journal_No.138.pdf
https://www.isle-of-wight-fhs.co.uk/media/2021/07/Membership_sample_journal_No.138.pdf
https://www.isle-of-wight-fhs.co.uk/subscribe
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East Surrey Family History Fair  

Saturday 7th May 

 

Have you ever been to a family history fair?  Not the 
sort with swings and roundabouts, but one in a room, or 
rooms, filled with stalls manned by enthusiastic 
members of different family history societies, all keen to 
tell you how wonderful their society is and offering to 
help you with your more irritating brick walls (AKA 
problems with your research for those of you new to 
this game).  If you are anything like me, I invariably find 
a stall that possibly has just the right sources for one of 
my elusive ancestors but I can’t quite remember the 
exact dates to nail my query because my ever-growing 
tree is at home. 

Well, we now have the solution for you. On May 7 East 
Surrey FHS will be hosting a virtual fair so you will have 
access to all your own data and trees in the comfort of 
your own home with the benefit of immediate access to 
help and information. We shall be hosting the event 
using the breakout room facility on Zoom and inviting 
other societies to occupy different rooms. We are using 
the same format that Oxford FHS used to run a 
successful virtual fair last autumn and that Kent FHS 
used to hold a day-long study day with its AGM last 
year.   

There will not be any talks or commercial sponsors or 
complicated software that doesn’t work. The fair will be 
run in two sessions with a break for lunch so if you want 
to join in there will be two separate Zoom links. And 
best of all it is FREE!!!  The links will be published on our 
website in March and circulated through the Federation 
bulletin as well as via Society secretaries. Please put the 
date in your diaries.  

On arrival at the Fair, you will be able to see a list of 
participating societies/stallholders and be able to move 
yourself from stall to stall. You can ask your questions or 

bring your brick walls and have a discussion with the 
‘stallholders’. Some of the time there may be a queue of 
one or two people waiting to pose their questions but if 
you don’t mind waiting you might enjoy watching and 
listening to the conversation. You might be able to help 
with answers and you might learn something.  You will 
be able to see the stallholders and other participants 
face-to-face, using the Zoom gallery mode, unless people 
choose to turn their cameras off.  If you don’t have a 
camera on your computer, you will still be able to join in, 
just like at an ordinary Zoom meeting. 

If you have never been to a family history fair or used 
Zoom this would be a good opportunity for you to try as 
we will have a team of members on hand to help you.  
The breakout room settings will be set so you can take 
yourself from room-to-room and the room hosts will all 
have been invited to a training session so they can show 
you how to move yourself or if you are struggling, they 
will be able to move you. 

When using breakout rooms, we can only use subtitles in 
the main room and one other so if you know that you 
will need these, please email me at 
chairman@eastsurreyfhs.org.uk and we will try to put 
you in the room with subtitles and bring the stall holders 
to you. 

People enjoyed themselves so much at the Oxford Fair 
that at the end of the day nobody wanted to leave!  We 
realise that we shall be holding this event in May when 
the weather, hopefully, will be good and the garden will 
beckon and maybe Covid will be fading from our 
collective memory, but if you have an hour or so and an 
irritating query please consider joining us for one or both 
sessions. And if you are seriously stuck with the 
technology, might you be able to recruit a grandchild to 
help you and perhaps entice them into the world of 
family history?  See you there? 

If your society would like to reserve a room, please email 
me at chairman@eastsurreyfhs.org.uk    

Hilary Blanford, Chairman 

East Surrey Family History Society 

mailto:chairman@eastsurreyfhs.org.uk
mailto:chairman@eastsurreyfhs.org.uk
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FENLAND FAMILY HISTORY 
SOCIETY welcomes anyone to join 
us. Your family does not need to 

have originated from this area to join our society or 
enjoy our meetings. Our family research is as 
widespread as our members’ interests with family 
connections all over the world.  Why not attend one 
of our meetings or research sessions; we are a 
friendly lot and enjoy sharing our knowledge.  

MONTHLY MEETINGS are held on the fourth Thursday 
of each month (except December and August) in 
Wisbech Library (Ely Place PS13 1EU) from 7 - 9pm. 
Meetings start with refreshments and social chat 
including an exchange of information, and online 
research if required. Also available are our book stall 
and reference library.   The main evening event is a 
presentation or activity. From making family tree 
mementos, to 'how to ..' sessions, or projects on the 
results of research, there is a useful and enjoyable 
programme throughout the year. You can read about 
past meetings on our website http://
www.fenlandfhs.org.uk/ 

COMPUTER RESEARCH SESSIONS are held twice a 
month. Our team of experienced researchers offer 
help and advice to anyone researching their family 
history. 

On the FIRST Monday of the month in Wisbech 
Library from 10 - 12.noon, and the SECOND Monday 
of each month in the Barn Restaurant of Baytree 
Garden Centre Hilgay (Downham Market PE38 0QH) 
from 11 - 2.30pm.  

Researchers have laptops and access to research 
databases, and when in the library there is free access 
to a range of resources. 

Our researchers are willing to attend other venues or 
events but do need a connection to WiFi. 

OUR SPEAKERS are available to visit local groups and 
clubs to share their stories.  Our talks include: 

The Fun of Family History about a long journey by 
land, air and sea to find her roots. 

My Naughty Great-aunt Eliza unravelling a story of 
lies and deceit. 

The Ups and Downs of Being a Magistrate a real life 
experience. 

The Sad Tale of The Blacksmith’s Family the story of a great
-great-grandfather. 

For further information on any of the above please phone 
Bridget HUNTER  01945 587723. 

Ag. Lab. Chronicles, our society journal is produced three 
times a year and sent free to members. It is full of 
interesting stories from members, advice and tips, and 
news of interest to family historians. 

CURRENT PROJECTS include the transcription of burial 
records. Our team of transcribers, proofreaders and editors 
have been busy checking and proofreading local church 
burial registers. Approximately 5000 records, including 
those of Walsoken and Chatteris, have now been sent to be 
included on the FindMyPast website. 
 
HOW TO JOIN  

IN PERSON  You can join at most of our meetings using 
either a pre-printed application form obtainable at the 
meeting, or the form printed on our website. Please give 
applications, together with cash or a Sterling cheque drawn 
on an UK bank for your subscription (at the current rate), to 
the Membership Secretary.  

BY INTERNET  You can join online by visiting Parish Chest 
(preferred) or Genfair. Either option allows you to pay 
securely by credit card in your local currency. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES  There is an annual subscription 
payable on joining and on 1 April annually thereafter. The 
current rates are as follows: 

UK Single Membership £10.00 
UK Couple Membership £13.00 
Overseas Membership (Airmail Journal) £13.00.   

Applications for new membership made after 31 December 
in any year will cover membership until 31 March of the 
following year, giving up to 15 months membership.   

Membership includes admission to meetings and the 
regular Journal. 
 
http://www.fenlandfhs.org.uk/ 
http://www.fenlandfhs.org.uk/application.html 

Fenland Family History Society 

http://www.fenlandfhs.org.uk/
http://www.fenlandfhs.org.uk/
http://www.fenlandfhs.org.uk/
http://www.fenlandfhs.org.uk/application.html


 

 Family History Societies 

The Really Useful Bulletin welcomes contributions from all Federation member organisations.   

It is opportunity to promote your society to the extensive Bulletin readership. 

JGSGB is a secular society for anyone interested in 
Jewish family heritage, whatever their current religion 
rather than a Jewish society for genealogists.  For the 
last 25 years we have been helping people find their 
Jewish roots.  Over this time, we have built up a wealth 
of experience and resources on Jewish genealogy. 

There were no Jews in Great Britain between 1290 and 
1657 so anyone with a Jewish connection here must 
have ancestors in some other “old country”, be it in 
Eastern Europe, Germany, the Netherlands or 
elsewhere.  We have members living across the UK, and 
many now resident in other countries (eg: Australia, the 
USA, and Israel) who have British Jewish roots in the 
19th and 20th centuries wherever their earlier ancestors 
came from.  This wide spread of roots makes Jewish 
genealogy even more exciting than general genealogy, 
because it forces you to understand social history, 
geography, new languages, and new alphabets. 

We have an extensive library now housed in the Jewish 
Museum in London’s Camden Town.  This has more 
than 1000 Jewish genealogical reference books, 
magazines, journals, family trees, certificates and over 
125 “Yizkor” books of destroyed communities in 
Europe.  The Library has skilled volunteers to point you 
in the right direction.  Visits must be booked in 
advance, with opening times available in our 
programme of activities. 

We have an active programme of meetings, now held 
mainly on Zoom, so they are accessible and safe.  
Meetings of one sort or another take place almost 
every week.  They include: 

 Annual conferences in London and Manchester with 
speakers on diverse topics covering family history 
and Jewish genealogy. 

 Educational webinars held monthly. 
 Regional meetings with speakers and workshops. 

Currently these are in Brighton, the Chilterns 
(Northwood), North Hertfordshire, Leeds, 
Manchester, South East Essex (Southend) and South 
& West London (Teddington). 

 Special Interest Groups looking at geographical and 
other heritage, such as resources for researching in 
Eastern Europe, Germany, Dutch & Sephardic 
communities, and Anglo Jewish roots (typically those 

who have been in the UK since well before the main 
Eastern European Ashkenazi arrivals in the 1880s). 

 A group focussing on the use of DNA in genealogy. 

Our meetings are the perfect place to tell people about 
your latest “brick wall” and get help from others to break 
through it, or to give help to others so they can break 
through theirs. 

Our resources to support Jewish genealogy also include: 

 An award winning journal called “Shemot” with articles 
on Jewish genealogy.  This is published three times per 
year. 

 A quarterly newsletter with the latest news, book 
reviews and event details. 

 A series of books in the series “Jewish Ancestors?”, for 
sale online and at resellers such as the Jewish Museum 
and the National Archives.  These include, Poland, 
Lithuania, Latvia & Estonia (our first e-book) and of 
course the UK.  There is also one on deciphering Jewish 
tombstones. 

 Facebook and Twitter pages. 
 A members’ email discussion group. 
 A website at www.jgsgb.org.uk. 
 A mentoring programme in which an experienced 

member is paired with someone just starting research 
into their Jewish ancestry. 

 A service to answer genealogical enquiries by email 
from the general public at genealogy@jgsgb.org.uk. 

 Publication of Jewish genealogical data and information 
on every Jewish community in the UK at our Jewish 
Communities and Records UK (JCR-UK) website. See 
http://www.jewishgen.org/JCR-UK/.  This is a 
collaboration between the JGSGB and JewishGen, Inc. 

Most of the above are provided for free (with the 
exception of conferences at which members pay a reduced 
price) as benefits of JGSGB membership, which is £35 per 
year currently or £40 for families.  Or a small charge can 
be paid by non-members at each meeting or library visit, 
refundable from the cost of membership if taken out on 
the day. 

If you are interested in talking about Jewish genealogy, 
feel free to drop a line to the Society’s Chairman Leigh 
Dworkin at chairman@jgsgb.org.uk or Secretary Nigel 
Siederer at secretary@jgsgb.org.uk. 

The Jewish Genealogical Society of Great Britain  

http://www.jgsgb.org.uk
mailto:genealogy@jgsgb.org.uk
http://www.jewishgen.org/JCR-UK/
mailto:chairman@jgsgb.org.uk
mailto:secretary@jgsgb.org.uk
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Useful Archives and Organisations 

 The Court of the Lord Lyon 
 

 The Public Register of All Arms and Bearings in Scotland  
 350th Anniversary Lectures 
 

The Court of the Lord Lyon is this year celebrating the 350th Anniversary of the Public Register of All Arms and Bearings in 
Scotland.  The Public Register was established in 1672 by an Act of the Scottish Parliament and has been maintained and 
added to up to the present day by the Court.  

The office of Lyon King of Arms dates from the fourteenth century.  The position may incorporate the much older Celtic office 
of royal Seanchaidh, or King's Poet, with responsibility for keeping the royal genealogy and attending the inauguration (later 
coronation) of the King.  The Lord Lyon is the sole King of Arms in Scotland.  The Lord Lyon is Head of the Heraldic Executive in 
Scotland and is the Judge of the Court of the Lord Lyon which has jurisdiction over all heraldic business in Scotland.  The Lord 
Lyon is also responsible for State Ceremonial in Scotland. 

In celebration of the Anniversary, a series of free lectures has been arranged at venues across Scotland.  All welcome to 
attend.  Full details at https://courtofthelordlyon.scot/LyonRegister350set1.pdf      
  

Royal College of Nursing 
 

The RCN History of Nursing Forum has developed a free online guide for tracing nurses.  This 
includes a step-by-step guide to searching the General Nursing Council registers (1922-1968) 
on Ancestry. The guide also includes links to known guides on nursing records or indexes of 
nurses' names.  https://www.rcn.org.uk/news-and-events/blogs/tracing-nurses 
 

Nursing is the single largest profession in the UK (currently over 700,000 nurses are registered 
to practise), and as a regulated profession there are a number of records available for family history.  The 1921 census has 
prompted renewed interest in women's professional lives so this guide will help family historians to navigate the varied 
records that can support their research.  Nurses work across many care settings (factories, schools, prisons as well as 
hospitals) so the number of related catalogues that mention nurse/nursing is huge.  However, we have included links to 
known specialist guides detailing nursing records, or searchable name indexes. 
 

Teresa Doherty, Joint Head Library and Archive Service |RCN Professional Lead for History of Nursing  

 

    Free Online Genealogy Course from Future Learn  
 

FREE Online Genealogy MOOC  

'Genealogy: Researching Your Family Tree' kicks off again on the 7th March. 
 

Learn how to create a family tree and follow one woman’s journey as she learns about her past on this six-week course led by 
CLL’s genealogy tutors. Perfect for beginners, the course content is delivered through storytelling, visual learning and 
discussion. Learn from anywhere at a time that suits you. 

The MOOC has been a huge success since its launch with nearly 115,000 learners taking part.  

To find out more or to sign-up please visit - www.futurelearn.com/courses/genealogy 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL ARCHIVES 

While some local archives and record offices are open, others are having closure periods during the day which can 
discourage visitors who are not living locally.  We are all aware of the financial pressure on archives.   

Please support archives and record offices—your visits will support their efforts to continue their services. 

http://www.familyhistoryfederation.com/societies-az
https://courtofthelordlyon.scot/LyonRegister350set1.pdf
https://www.rcn.org.uk/news-and-events/blogs/tracing-nurses
http://www.futurelearn.com/courses/genealogy
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News from the Federation 
The Future of Genealogy –  

Young Genealogists at the Helm 
International event bringing  

young people together 
 

Saturday 7th May 2022 
 

The Family History Federation, supported by the Society of 
Genealogists, will be hosting this exciting online Zoom event 
on the 7th of May.  
 

We want to provide a platform for genealogists under thirty 
years of age to come together, exchange ideas and support 
each other. This is intended to be an international event 
bringing young people together to shape the future of the 
community.  
 

The Family History Federation and the Society of 
Genealogists will support the conference financially and 
administratively, but we want this to be youth-led.  
 

Sessions will include a facilitated safe space, to discuss what 
young people want from the community and societies and a 
range of presentations, panels and discussions. If you are 
wondering what family history and genealogy are about, 
then come along and find out!  
 

We are also looking for presenters and participants. Young 
genealogists are encouraged to become part of the 
programme and submit proposals for content. The topic can 
be anything that will interest family historians. We welcome 
contributions of differing styles and types, such as lectures 
followed by Q & A, panel discussions, interviews, or short 
presentations on a specific topic. These can be presented 
individually or as a small group and may be delivered live or 
pre-recorded. And if you need a bit of help or a mentor to 
help with your submission, please email  

jfewhistory@gmail.com 
who would be delighted to help.   
 

If you would like to take part, please email  
eve.dickie@sog.org.uk  

 

www.familyhistoryfederation.com/event-federation-the-future-of-

genealogy-young-genealogists-at-the-helm-2022-05-07 

Should you still be contemplating whether to buy, this 
review by Helen Tovey from the March 2022 edition of 

Family Tree magazine, may help you decide! 

Review by kind permission of Helen Tovey, editor, Family Tree magazine. 

A generous gift 

Federation Vice President, Lady Teviot, has recently 
donated her accumulated collection of over 800 civil 
registration certificates to Family Roots/Eastbourne 
FHS. A most generous gift. 

Family History Books’ latest production:  

Dating by Design 1840-1915:  

a new way of dating old photographs 
 

Special offer only for Bulletin readers - save £2! 
Special discount price of £16.95 plus p&p 

Using discount code GILL03 (ends 31st March) 
www.familyhistorybooksonline.com/dating-by-design-

1840-1915-311 

mailto:jfewhistory@gmail.com
mailto:eve.dickie@sog.org.uk
http://www.familyhistoryfederation.com/event-federation-the-future-of-genealogy-young-genealogists-at-the-helm-2022-05-07
http://www.familyhistoryfederation.com/event-federation-the-future-of-genealogy-young-genealogists-at-the-helm-2022-05-07
http://www.familyhistorybooksonline.com/dating-by-design-1840-1915-311
http://www.familyhistorybooksonline.com/dating-by-design-1840-1915-311
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Friday 11th and Saturday 12th November 2022 

Pre-register NOW for early bird booking offers! 

Pre-register at www.fhf-reallyuseful.com  

 

 Really Useful Back Page 

Parish Chest, a service from the Family History Federation, 

has over sixty family history societies and some twenty-

plus traders, at a one-stop online shop, offering a wide 

range of family history materials in some sixteen categories 

including: 

 Parish register transcriptions and more from local FHS  

 Memorial inscriptions information from gravestones 

across the country, compiled by local FHS  

 Nonconformists: Baptists, Wesleyans, Independents, 

Quakers and many more nonconformist lists  

 Wills and Probate Indexes of wills and administrations 

 Folders, printing facilities, giftware 

 ..and more!  
 

Societies and suppliers regularly add new lines, so visit 

www.parishchest.com  

to see what is there to help you add to your family tree.  

 

Societies and others interested in joining Parish Chest 

should initially contact:  

admin@familyhistoryfederation.com   

Family History Research Aids  

from the Experts 

Family History Books is a shop for books from many 

publishers on all aspects of family history research.  

Family History Books is also a publisher of relevant titles 

relating to research.  Family History Books is owned by 

the Family History Federation in order to provide a 

service to the genealogical community. 

Family History Books has an online shop.  In addition, 

the bookshop can be found at major live family history 

events around the country enabling you to view the 

latest titles—the stall is always very popular! 

 

The latest title is Dating 

by Design—a new way of 

dating photographs. 

There is an extract in the 

article at the beginning 

of this edition of the 

Bulletin which is written 

by the book’s author, 

Stephen Gill. 

 

 

Please explore the range, and place your orders, at  

www.familyhistorybooksonline.com 

http://www.fhf-reallyuseful.com
http://www.parishchest.com
mailto:admin@familyhistoryfederation.com
http://www.familyhistorybooksonline.com

